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MEXICO'S GREATEST HOLIDAY:
THE VIRGEN OF GUADALUPE APPARiTION

REP. JOE BACA ELECTED TO LEAD
CONGRESSIONAL HISPANIC CAUCUS

By Senior Deacon Joseph Rios

We cannot fully appreciate the ap
parition of Mary on the hilltop of
Tepeyac if we do not understand the
history surrounding it.
History tells us what was happen
ing in the world on December 12,
1531,39years after Columbus discov
ered America, and planted the flag of
Spain and the Cross of Christ in the
New World. It happened 10 years af
ter the conquest of the Aztec nation
by the sword of Hernando Cortez.
There was a spirit of oppression
among the proud Indians. Their spiri
tual world, their buildings, their
temples had been destroyed. They had
no
voice.
Their
proud
civilization..their way of life..had
been wiped out.
Amidst this situation Mary brings
the message of hope..the Good News
of her son to them, and revealed her
self to Juan Diego, a poor, conquered
Aztec Indian, a convert to the Catho
lic faith as the - Ever Virgin Mary, the
Mother of the living God. She com
manded Juan "to go" and inform the
Bishop of her desire that a church be
built there among the poor oppressed
Indians. She has heard their cry.
In subsequent meetings Juan tells
Mary that the Bishop did not believe
him, so for her to send someone else,
someone important. Mary tells Juan
that she has chosen him as her mes
senger, and commands him to go. But

she agrees to give Juan a sign to con
vince the Bishop. Mary makes roses
spring up in the barren hilltop in mid
winter. She tells Juan to pick the roses
and fold them in his telma (an apron
made of cactus fiber) and take them
to the Bishop.
In the presence of the Bishop, Juan
unfolds the telma and at that moment
the image of the Virgin appeared on
the telma.
The Bishop was converted by
Juan's testimony, and the sacred im;;^
age. The Bishop realized he was not
fiilfulling his mission of going to the
poor, but expected them to come to
him.
Mary's request for a church among
the Indians was not for a church of
stone, but for a living church..a Chris
tian community, so that the Good
News might be preached to them.
Mary always leads people to her Son.
It was through her appearance at
Tepeyac that Christ came to the New
World,.the newly discovered conti
nent.
One of the early historians of the
period. Fray Francisco de Florencia,
writes that the Aztec nation adored the

W^HlNdltJN, DC - The Con
gressional Hispanic Caucus (CHC)
tonight elected Congressman Joe
Baca (D-Califomia) to serve as its
next Chair. Rep. Baca will lead the
group, which includes all Democrats
in the U.S. House of Representatives
and Senate of Hispanic descent.
"I am truly honored by the confi
dence my colleagues have placed in
me to lead this distinguished group
during the next Congress. I am
humbled to be following in the foot
steps of some of the greatest Latino
leaders in our coimtry's history and
pledge my unwavering commitment

to serve the interests and needs of all
Hispanic Americans," said Rep. Baca
"There is still much work ahead of
us: improving access to quality edu
cation, protecting our senior citizens,
providing affordable healthcare, em
ployment opportimities, corporate di
versity, civil rights, comprehensive
immigration reform and others. Un
der my leadership, the Congressional
Hispanic Caucus will continue its ad
vocacy work on these important issues
while casting a bold new vision of
inclusion, unity and cooperation. I
hope to work closely with other na
tional Hispanic organizations. Demo
cratic leadership, and my counterparts
in the Congressional Black and Asian
Pacific American Caucuses to ad
vance our common goals," said Rep.
Baca.
"I have spent my life fighting for
an America where Latinos are re
spected for their hard work, vibrant
culture, and patriotism to this coun
try. As the next Chair of the CHC, I
hope to take this lifelong passion and
transform it into real policies and ini
tiatives - such as the creation of a
Continue on page 6

Continue on page 5

COLTON'S FIRST HISPANIC MAYOR HONORED

Former Coiton Mayor Pascual Oliva was honored with a memorial plaque for his efforts In passing
a bond Issue for the construction of an underpass on 'N" Street in October, 1964. The underpass
was completed in September, 1968.. Previously, over 18 persons were killed by trains, including
6-year old Irene Frances Yzaguirre. Her death motivated Oilva to iead a third campaign to pass
the bond. Oliva also was instrumental in the development of streets, sidewalks, youth programs,
and other environmental improvements in the predominate Hispanic south side of Coiton during
his tenure as councilperson and mayor.. Petscual Oliva died In December, 2005. Photo by lEHN.

During his lifetime in Coiton,
Pascual Oliva impacted the lives of
many residents as a community activ
ist, city councilperson, and the first
Hispanic mayor.
Raised in a family of eight brothers
and a sister, the Oliva family, and many
Hispanic families, struggled to make a
living during the long and severe de
pression. Parents worked hard harvest
ing the crops, including the yoimg men
who shared the responsibilities and
hard work, to feed the families (and ex
tended families).
Oliva graduated from Coiton High
School and joined the Army Air Corps
as a radio operator. He flew missions
on B-17, B-25 and B-26 bombers, ac
cording to his siblings.
Continue on page 7
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UC REGENTS AUTHORIZE UCR TO
PROCEED WITH PLANS FOR MEDICAL
SCHOOL
"This is a giant ieap forward" says UCR Chanceiior
France Cordova of the UC regent's decision.
RIVERSIDE, Calif. - The Regents
of the University of California this
morning authorized UC Riverside to
proceed with the next phase of plan
ning for a School of Medicine. UCR
will begin immediately a national
search for a founding dean for the
school. It will also hire initial faculty
and staff, develop curriculum that fo
cuses on improved health care in both
primary and specialty care, and seek
private support. It plans to submit a
final proposal and refined business
plan to UC officials by the end of2007.
"We are delighted with the Regents'
action today," UCR Chancellor France
A. Cordova said. "For the last three
years we have taken incremental steps
toward a School of Medicine at UCR,
but this is a giant leap forward."
In May 2006, UCR proposed to
establish a School of Medicine that
would serve the medically
underserved in Inland Southern Cali
fornia by training a diverse workforce
of physicians, with innovations in re
search, education, and health care de
livery that resound throughout the state
and nation. Projected to open in the
fall 2012...
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The shortfall of doctors in the In
land Empire, the two-county region
of Riverside and San Bemardino, has
been projected to be as much as
1,140 physicians by 2015.
Three representatives of the In
land Empire Coalition for a UCR
Medical School told the Regents of
the region's need for more physi
cians, of the coalition's broad com
munity support, of the need for more
minority medical professionals to
serve a demographically diverse In
land Empire. Speaking were Jack
Clarke, a Riverside attomey who is
president of the UCR Alumni Asso
ciation; Ramon Alvarez, a Riverside
auto dealer; and Cindy Roth, presi
dent of the Greater Riverside Cham
ber of Commerce.
The Regents' unanimous action
to adopt the recommendation of its
educational policy committee came
on a motion by Inland Empire Re
gent Bruce Vamer.
UCR's School of Medicine will
be research-based and build upon the
university's existing strengths in the
biological, agricultural, physical,
socio-behavioral sciences and engi
neering.
For more than 30 years, UCR has
provided the first two years of medi
cal school to a class of 24 students
per year through the UCR/UCLA
Thomas Haider Program in Bio
medical Sciences. In fall 2012, the
entering medical school class will
increase firom 24 students to 40 stu
dents; those students will receive
their M.D. degree from UC River
side in spring 2016. In subsequent
years, the campus will scale up to
admit classes of 48, 72, and 96 stu
dents per year.
At maturity in 2022, the UCR
School of Medicine is projected to
have a total enrollment of384 medi
cal students, 160 graduate Ph.D. stu
dents, and more than 400 UCR-affiliated residents.
Total projected operating costs
for the medical school during 20072022 is $860 million, with contribu
tions from state, federal, private and
other non-state sources. Total capi
tal costs for the same 15-year period
- including renovations to existing
research and office space, leased
clinical space, initial and additional
infrastructure, space for teaching and
research, a medical library and in
formation resources - roughly are
estimated to be $496 million.
For more information on UCR's
proposed School of Medicine, visit
http://www.medschool.ucr.edu/.

Wednesday, November 29, 2006
AMERICAN HISPANICS DEFEAT
REPUBLICANS-TURNING CONGRESS
OVER TO DEMOCRATS
By Jon Garrido
Wllhottt the American Hispanic vote, Republicans would
have won the House and Senate decisively In 2006
PHOENIX - Hispanics said
"adios" to the Republican Party in
Tuesday's elections, voting in much
greater numbers than expected for
Democratic candidates in an appar
ent rejection of the ruling party's ef
forts to blame much of the nation's
problems on undocumented mi
grants.
Contrary to experts' predictions,
Hispanics would not tum out mas
sively, exit polls show Hispanics accoimted for 8 percent of the total vote
about equal to the Hispanic vote's
record turnout in the 2004 presiden
tial election, and much more than in
previous mid-term elections.
What's more, 73 percent of His
panics voted for Democrats, while
only 26 percent voted for Republi
cans, a CNN exit poll shows. In the
2004 presidential elections, 55 per
cent of Hispanics voted Democrat
and about 42 percent voted Republi
can.
Many experts predicted Hispan
ics would not tum out in big num
bers, in part because most of the hot
test races took place in states with no
major Hispanic presence.
Also, experts said it would take
until the 2008 elections for the largely
Hispanie "today we march, tomorrow
we vote" protests of this year to trans
late into the naturalization and regis
tration of large numbers of foreignbom Hispanic voters.
However, the anti-immigration
hysteria spearheaded by Republicans
in the House - and by cable televi
sion fear mongers such as Pat
Buchanan and Lou Dobbs - upset
U.S.-bom Hispanics who normally
don't care much about immigration.
With nearly every house district
and senate seat being decided by a 23 percent margin, every vote counted.
With Hispanics being 8% of the total
vote with even distribution in most
congressional districts and states, and
without that vote (American Hispanic
vote). Republicans would have won
the House and Senate decisively in
2006.
Sen. Charles Schumer of New
York, the chairman of the Democratic
Senatorial Campaign Committee,
agreed. "We should always be mind
ful that there was a little bit of God
and a lot of luck. A 4,000-vote shift
and we would have four new sena
tors, not the U.S. Senate."
Veiled Racism Suspected
Republican sponsorship of a law
to build a 700-mile fence along the

Mexican border and Republican
House members' efforts to pass a bill
that would have tumed millions of
undocumented workers into felons
fueled a climate many Hispanics saw
as veiled racism.
Sure, Republican anti-immigration
cmsaders said they are only against
"illegal" immigration, and they have
nothing against Hispanics.
But when they accused Hispanic
immigrants of draining Social Secu
rity coffers, clogging schools and hos
pitals, being potential terrorists and
bringing infectious diseases into the
United States - millions of Hispanicheritage U.S. citizens felt insulted. It
was as if all Hispanics were suddenly
cast as potential national security
threats.
If the Republican effort to put im
migration at the center stage was
aimed at drawing attention away from
Iraq or mobilizing their constituencies
to get out and vote, it didn't work with
the general public either
Exit polls show when asked which
issues were extremely important to
them, 42 percent of voters said cor
ruption and ethics, 40 percent said ter
rorism, 39 percent said the economy,
37 percent said Iraq, 36 percent said
values and only 29 percent said ille
gal immigration.
Many candidates who campaigned
on get-tough-against-illegal-immigrants were defeated. J.D. Hayworth,
an Arizona Republican who centered
his campaign on immigrant bashing
and supported building the 700 mile
fence was among the defeated antiimmigration candidates.
Jon Garrido, Hispanic News
www.JonGarrido.com 602 2441000

SALE REP
WANTED
The lEHN Is seeklnf
assertive persons as
sale representatives
within the INLAND
EMPIRE.
GOOD commissions
Call (909) 381-6259
for appointment.
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FOUR MYTHS ABOUT UNDOCUMENTED IMMIGRANTS ARE
DISPELLED IN NEW UNIVERSITY STUDY
By Marisa Trevino
As more and more towns join in
the hysteria of proclaiming undocu
mented immigrants Public Enemy #1,
it's more and more obvious these poli
ticians and citizens don't want to
know the people behind the label.
Who knows what would happen
then?
A University of South Carolina re
searcher thought it was time to get to
know the people who were making her
state one of the fastest growing desti
nations for xmdocmnented Hispanic
immigrants.
Dr. Elaine Lacy, research director
for the Consortium for Latino Immi
gration Studies, delivered the results
of her two-year study on the Mexican
immigrant population in South Caro
lina, titled "Mexican Immigrants to
South Carolina: A Profile."
When Dr. Lacy and her team of
graduate students interviewed the 181
Mexican immigrants, ages 17 and up
in 15 counties across North Carolina,
they were surprised to leam a few
things that, in essence, dispelled four
common myths held about Latino
immigrants.
f.<«.Myth No. 1: Latino inunigrants
want to move to the United States per
manently and will remain here unless
they are forced to leave.
Lacy said 60 percent of Mexicans
plan to retum to Mexico, where they
prefer to live. They were in the United
States to earn money. Only 28 percent
of Mexican immigrants indicated they
want to remain in the United States
and would do so only if family mem
bers were with them.
That's no surprise finding to those

of us of any Latino community in the
nation. How arrogant some are to
think that over 12 million people are
so in love with another country that
they would leave behind their children
and loved ones.
It's all about survival and working
and earning money - and it always has
been.
It was only when the U.S. govern
ment tried so hard to keep people out
that they were actually keeping them
in, and that is the reason why 12 mil
lion people are stuck in a political
limbo because most have been here
too long, unable to retum home — and
now home is on this side of the bor
der.
Myth No. 2: Latino immigrants
ovemse public benefits and make little
economic contribution.
Of the 181 immigrants inter
viewed, only four were imemployed.
"They came here to work," Lacy said.
"They want to help with living ex
penses for family members in Mexico
and to save money for housing, busi
nesses and retirement in Mexico."
Other than public education, the
pjoJy fltber public service utilized waS-.
WIC, a Medicaid program available
to qualifying families when their chil
dren are bom in the United States.
Only 15 percent of the families inter
viewed had children bom in the U.S.,
but not all of those qualified for the
WIC program.
Lacy said undocumented immi
grants are ineligible for any public as
sistance, and approximately 70 per
cent of the Mexican immigrants in

terviewed were undocumented.
Again, what person in their right
mind who is here illegally would put
themselves on the public radar by ap
plying for services they know they
aren't eligible for?
As painful as it is to say, further
research warrants discovering if the
majority of Latinos that people claim
are taking advantage of public assis
tance are Latinos who are legal citi
zens.
The U.S. Census reports that 21.8
percent of Hispanics live in poverty
and 32.7 percent lack health insurance.
Common sense tells us those percent
ages are not all comprised from the
undocumented population.
Myth No. 3: Latino immigrants
refuse to leam English and do not want
to assimilate into U.S. culture.
Nearly half the respondents said
they were making efforts to leam En
glish. One-quarter said they were tak
ing formal English classes, while
nearly an additional 25 percent said
they were learning from purchased
tapes, watching English television and
reading English publications. Lacy
said 30 percent cited learning the lan
guage as the biggest need of the Mexi
can community.
This myth is so easy to prove false
in any community in the nation by just
picking up the phone and calling those
churches and organizations that offer
English classes.
In Texas, these classes routinely
have waiting lists. The same is being
reported throughout the coimtry. The
undocumented want to leam English.

Some are shier than others in trying
to speak it, but the desire is there and
was there when the decision was first
made to come to this country.
Myth No. 4: Many immigrants are
criminals who have no respect for the
law.
Only two of the 181 interviewed
reported any problems with law en
forcement. Both cases were related to
driving without a license. Lacy said
many immigrants said they admired
Americans for their belief in, and re
spect, for the law.
And who wouldn't when all
they've known are cormpt law en
forcement officials who will do any
thing for money?
Dr. Lacy discovered other infor
mation that was a surprise to her and
her team but sadly have been known
to the rest of us: there is a high inci
dence of depression among the un
documented because of the separation
fi-om their families and the stress of
living in the United States.
Most of the undocumented live
below or at the poverty level by eaming $20,000 a year, don't have health
insurance and live in overcrowded,
sub-standard housing.
But perhaps the biggest revelation
from Dr. Lacy's research that she fails
to mention is that the undocumented,
for all that they suffer, still have the
ganas to keep going - and that says
something about the human spirit.
Marisa
Trevino,
latinalista.blogspot.com/
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CITIZENS BUSINESS BANK ANNOUNCES APPOINTMENTS

RickAbrego

Marlene Allonzo

Marta Medellln

Frank Saldana

Ontario - Christopher D. Myers,
President And Chief Executive Of
ficer, Citizens Business Bank (CPB),
armounced the appointment of four
executives:
Rick Abrego
Mr. Rick Abrego was appointed vice

president and business development
officer of the Bank's Small Business
Administration (SBA) Services.
Mr. Abrego's professional career
incorporates over twelve years of
banking experience with extensive
background in business development.

credit administration and lending. He
spent a number of years as a market
ing director, specializing in marketing
strategies and community affairs. Prior
to his appointment with CBB, Mr.
Abrego was vice president and SBA
business development officer for Mis-

sion Oaks National Bank, where he
was responsible for small business
lending and business development.
He was formerly vice president and
SBA business officer for BBVA
Bancomer/Valley Bank

\

Continue on page 6
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LATINO BACKLASH COULD DOOM GOP
By Roberto Lovato
Editor's Note: The anti-immigrant rhetoric and legislation from many Republicans (and some Democrats) is stoking flames of
resentment against Latinos among the GOP's largely white base. Should Latinos get fed up and refuse to vote Republican — and
exit polls suggest a large majority did just that on Nov. 7 — the GOP could be doomed poiiticaiiy for years to come.
Roberto Lovato is a New America Media writer based in New York.

NEW YORK—As I watched po
litical history on my television and
computer screens Tuesday night, I
couldn't help but think about Lionel
Sosa, the Latino who may have lost
the most in this week's election. Sosa,
a political consultant and director of
Mexicans and Texans Thinking To
gether (MATT), a nonprofit in San
Antonio, is largely credited with de
veloping the strategies that colored
almost 40 percent of the Latino elec
torate Republican red. I was curious
about how it felt for someone who
worked closely with Karl Rove,
George W. Bush and Ronald Reagan
to watch his work tum Democrat blue.
(Experts I interviewed and exit polls
estimate that about 70 percent of
Latinos voted Democratic last Tues
day, as compared to 53 percent in
2004). So, I ealled Sosa at the MATT
office.
"I don't think everything I worked
for is lost," Sosa said, "but Latinos
did send a message to the Republi
can Party: If we don't humanize the
approach to immigration, it will cost

us the Latino vote." His choice of the
word "humanize" was telling, for
Tuesday's election is but another re
minder of the GOP's urgent need to
move beyond appeals to the baser in
stincts of its still predominantly white
base. Lionel's soft-spoken strategic
advice must roar in the ears of his
longtime friend Karl Rove, whose
efforts to broaden the largely white
Republican tent appear to have im
ploded.
Whether Republicans' enforce
ment-only approach to immigration
— the infamous wall and other puni
tive measures — drives Latinos as
deep into the anti-Republican camp
as Afiican-Americans (whose support
for GOP is eonsistently in single dig
its) depends on whether we see the
187-ization of the nation.
I came to understand the long-term
effects of anti-immigrant policies af
ter fighting such policies in Califor
nia. The most famous is Proposition
187, a 1994 ballot initiative that called
for the denial of health and education
services to the children of undocu

mented immigrants. Prop. 187, which
was eventually blocked in the courts,
tumed the Golden State into a tem
plate for the current immigration
wars.
As I listen to strategists like Sosa
and other experts ponder the possi
bility of an anti-Republican backlash
among Latinos, I'm reminded of a
1993 meeting between a delegation
of Latino activists and Latino elected
officials and then-California Gov.
Pete Wilson, the main sponsor of Prop
187. "I resent the implication that I'm
a racist," Wilson told the group,
pounding his desk. "I am not a racist
and I give the Hispanic commimity
more credit than to fall for this kind
of race-baiting." I'd asked Wilson
how he felt knowing that many of the
10-year-old Mexican and Salvadoran
kids I worked with thought he hated
them because of his leadership aroimd
Proposition 187.
Those kids tumed 22 this year.
They remembered Pete Wilson and
his imitators throughout the country
and paid them — and the Republican

party — back by building the youth
ful army (the average Latinos is 26)
driving the largest mobilizations in
U.S. history. Several told me that they
organized around voting this year be
cause they were too young to do so
in 1994. As part of the largest Latino
tumout (8.5 percent) in U.S. history
last Tuesday, they delivered on thenslogan, "Today We March, Tomorrow
We Vote."
States, cities and towns such as
Hazelton, Pa., are mimicking Pete
Wilson's California by adopting antiimmigrant measures. More than 80
Proposition 187-like initiatives deny
ing immigrants everything from driv
ers' licenses and health care to edu
cation and housing appeared on re
cent state ballots. These areas are also
starting to resemble California demographically and socially. The ele
ments for the 187-ization of the na
tion are in place: declining white
population, fast-growing Latino
population and a shrinking middle
class in economic distress. White
Continue on page 6
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A pharmaceutical coinpai iy saving you money
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on the medicines it makes. /

If you take any AstraZeneca medicines, you may
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be surprised that, there's someone you can turn
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to for help if you can't afford them: Us. A family
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of four without prescription coverage making up
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to $60,000 per year may qualify for patient

into healthcare.

assistance. The AstraZeneca Personal Assistants

F^lease visit AZandMo oorn or cat! I-HDQ AZandMi?

can assist you in signing up for programs that
can provide you free medicines or significant
savings if you qualify.
We'll be the first to admit we don't have all

Healthcare for people.

the answers. But as a pharmaceutical company,

AstraZeneca

MEXICO'S GREATEST HOLIDAY: THE VIRGEN OF GUADALUPE APPARITION
Continued from page 1

sun and the moon as Gods. They
showed their appreciation to the Sim
God for its warm, lifegiving rays by
offering the most precious object man
possesses - the human heart. It was
an honor to be offered in sacrifice on
the Altar. He also notes that the Az
tec language was a form of picture
writing..hieroglyphics..so it was not
difficult for the Indian to understand
the message in the picture.
They looked at the beautiful Lady
and saw that she stood in front of the
Sun God leaving only its rays. She
stood on the top of the Moon God so
they realized that her message was
greater than their Gods.
Her folded hands point to another
that is to come. She is not the one.
She has her head down in an Indian
position of humility. She wears a ma
ternity band,.a black band aroimd her
waist that indicates that she is with
child.
Her color is their color, not the
color of the conquerors. From the pic
ture the missionaries could preach
Jesus..the eternal Son of God who
sacrificed himself giving up his heart
in love for all.
This historian also notes that af
ter Mary's appearance at Tepeyac, six

By Senior Deacon Joseph Rios
million Aztecs embraced the Catholic
faith.
Just like God heard the cry of Is
rael when Israel was in Egyptian bond
age and sent Moses to free them from
the Pharaoh, he heard the cry of the
Aztec nation, but this time he sent His
Blessed Mother, who set her sacred
feet in the New World and liberated
them with her message of love and
concern for them.
Guadalupe, which means Serpent
Crusher, is a great feast throughout the
Hispanic world, Central and South
America. It is the beginning of the
Advent Season..the preparation for
Christmas, the coming of the Nifio
Jesus.
Our Lady of Guadalupe must then
be that bond that unites the North
American and the Latin American
Church under her Divine Son.
The ideal of this unity must be re
spect for differences. It means reeognizing the variety of gifts for the life
of Church.
We know that in the Gospel scheme
of things, no one culture, Anglo or His
panic, can express the fullness of
Christianity nor can anyone be im
posed on the other because all are valid
and beautiful in the eyes of God.

The Gospel speaks of this unity
and teaches that no one is a stranger
in the Church. The Apostle Paul
makes this clear when he says,"There
does not exist among you Jew or
Greek, slave or free man, male or
female..all are one in Jesus Christ."
This unity is the Guadalupe mes
sage, the challenge for the two expe
riences of Church, the North Ameri
can and the Hispanic.
What is the message for you and
me as individuals today? The Church
exists because it has a mission..a
project to accomplish. Our mission
happens to be the same as Juan
Diego's: to evangelize.
Go, Jesus commands. As the Fa
ther sent me, I am sending you. We,
you and I, are the bearers of the Good
News., and He is not speaking to the
clergy. We are all called to
conversion..to change..to grow with
all its growing pains as parents/sons/
daughters.
It means to go forth out of the com
fort of our being and at times our lan
guage and customs into the world of
the neighbor..a world sometimes
strange and unattractive, .unaccept
able to our standard. Maybe a world/
a person living in your own home that

does not respond to you, yet this is
where God dwells and these are the
people we must reach out to. "What
you do to the least of my brothers and
sisters, you do to me," Jesus said.
Our devotion to Mary should en
able us to love and serve the Lord and
His people in a greater way. Her mes
sage must remind us of our responsi
bility to our neighbor, particularly the
poor, the marginal, the least of our
brothers and sisters.
Today we hear the cry of the
Church in Latin America where count
less martyrs have made the suffering
Christ visible to us. This is a blessed
event for us..the North American
Church..a challenge an opportunity
knocking at our door. How are you
responding to their cry? Is this only
an article in the newspaper for you?
Are you reading the signs of the times/
We read the Gospel that when
Mary visited Elizabeth, the baby in
Elizabeth's womb leaped for joy.
Today, we, too, leap with joy as we
remember Mary's visit to Tepeyac to
America the beautiful. Inspired by this
blessed event let us unite in prayer and
commit ourselves to the building of
the body of Christ and the dignity of
all its people.
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CITIZENS BUSINESS BANK ANNOUNCES APPOINTMENTS
Continued from page 3

Marlene Alfonzo
Ms. Marlene Alfonzo was ap
pointed vice president and credit of
ficer in the CBB Credit Management
Division. Ms. Alfonzo's professional
career incorporates over 27 years of
banking experience with extensive
background in commercial lending,
credit, sales, and marketing. Prior to
her appointment with CBB, Ms.
Alfonzo served in various positions
for Banco Popular. Most recently, she
was assistant vice president and port
folio manager in the Business Bank
ing Center, where she was responsible
for loan portfolio management and
business development. She also
served in the capacity of assistant vice
president/portfolio manager in the
Franchise Lending Division andAVP/
Commercial Credit Underwriter/Ana
lyst. She was formerly a credit officer
for the Tokai Bank of California.
Ms. Alfonzo studied nursing at the
University of Guam and the Institute
of Medical Studies.

No mutter how
you've been touched
In hiea^d caiuer,
we can help.

Marta Medellin
Ms. Martha Medellin was ap
pointed vice president and regional
service manager for the Orange
County Region in the Sales and Ser
vice Division.
Ms. Medellin's professional career
incorporates over 12 years of bank
ing experience with extensive back
ground in credit, sales, marketing and
lending. Prior to her appointment with
CBB, Ms. Medellin was vice presi
dent and manager for Banco Popular,
responsible for business develop
ment, portfolio management and
branch operations. She was formerly
outlet manager for Kinecta Federal
Credit Union.
Ms. Medellin received a Bachelor
of Arts Degree in Administrative
Studies from the University of Cali
fornia, Riverside.
Frank Saldana
Mr. Frank Saldana was appointed
vice president and construction loan
officer of Construction Loan Ser-

vices, Ontario.
Mr. Saldana's professional career
incorporates over 10 years of bank
ing experience with extensive back
ground in credit, sales, and lending.
Prior to his appointment with CBB,
Mr. Saldana was assistant vice presi
dent and relationship manager for
Temecula Valley Bank where he was
responsible for business develop
ment, commercial and residential
lending. He was formerly a relation
ship manager for Bank of the West.
Mr. Saldana received a Bachelor
of Science Degree in Political Sci
ence from the University of Califor
nia, Irvine.
Citizens Business Bank is the larg
est bank with headquarters in the In
land Empire. CBB is recognized for
its commitment to customers and
communities, and a strong financial
performance. CBB serves businesses,
professional, and individuals through
39 centers throughout Southem Cali
fornia.

You're older, wiser
and more likely to get
colon cancer.

There is Hope

If you're 50or over, you need to get checkedfor colon cancer.

AAABUCAN
SOQETl

Hope. Progress. Answers.

cancer.org
800'ACS'2345

800'ACS-2345 / cancer.org

LATINO BACKLASH COULD DOOM GOP
Continued from page 4

backlash against Latinos pushes them
to mobilize in streets and into voting
against the Republicans.
What's worse for the future GOP
are distressing anti-Latino trends.
Principal among these is how Repub
licans (and some Democrats, includ
ing Latino Democrats) framed immi
gration as the "national security is
sue." The organized and consistent
attacks of the Minutemen did not ex
ist in 1994. Since 1994, Latinos have
had to stand by and watch weekly re
ports of the deaths of scores of immi
grants in the desert; the number of
immigration raids has reached historic
highs according to Homeland Secu
rity officials; and the wall provides a
concrete and fenced daily reminder of
the loathing of Latinos.
These and other factors are giving
birth to the 187-ization of the nation.
Sosa's warnings to his friends in the
weakened seat of global power are on
point. The Republican Party must rap
idly reverse the dehumanization of
millions in our midst. Otherwise last
Tuesday's results point to nothing less

than a GOP future of political catas
trophe.
Roberto Lovato, New America Me
dia

Lool^^Feel

A message from Caiifornia Department of Health Services funded
by the U.S.Dept. of Agriculture Department of Public HealthNutri
tion Program Human Services System County of San Bernardino
Project LEAN and the Nutrition Network Grant #99-85867

I-800-ACS-2345 www.cancer.org

REP. JOE BACA
ELECTED TO LEAD
CONGRESSIONAL
HISPANIC CAUCUS
Continued from page 1

Latina Task Force that will examine
the unique needs of women in our
community," said Rep. Baca.
Rep. Baca represents a predomi
nantly Latino district in San Bernar
dino County, part of California's In
land Empire. Since arriving to Con
gress in 1999, Rep. Baca has served
in several leadership capacities for the
Congressional Hispanic Caucus, in
cluding Second Vice Chair, Whip and
most recently. First "V^ce Chair and
Chair of the CHC Corporate America
Task Force.
Rep. Grace Napolitano (D-California), the current CHC Chair, said, "I
am delighted and give hearty con
gratulations to my friend Joe Baca as
he assumes the leadership role of the
CHC after many years of work as a
CHC Officer. Hispanic Americans are
counting on members of the Congres
sional Hispanic Caucus to continue to
be their voice in Congress and ensure
priorities and concerns are acted
upon. I look forward to assisting him
in any way to continue the work of
the CHC."
The CHC was established in 1976
to address the needs of the Hispanic
community in all areas of American
life.

'7 have a career because of
Valley College/'-Rob Wells
A product of San Bernardino Valley College's Radio, Television and Film Program,
Rob Wells is a Production Technician for the City of San Bernardino's Cable Access
Television operation (KCSB-TV3).
PREPARE FOR lOMORROW...START TAKING CLASSES lODAY!
Spring Classes start January 16~apply now!
ENROLLMENT FEES ARE REDUCED
TO $20/UNIT BEGINNING SPRING
2007. You can apply and register online.
San Bernardino Valley Col'.egewww.valleycollege. edu
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TEN YEARS LATER AND WHERE ARE WE NOW?
As the 10-Year Anniversary of Proposition 209 Approaches, UC Schools Are Not Fulfilling Mission
By Juana Miranda and Sannah Rahim
and NativeAmericans saw decreases of
66 percent, 53 percent, and 61 percent,
respectively. "Asians" are generally
thought of as being overrepresented, but
the term encompasses around 40 distinct
communities. We have no means of
tracking admission rates, for instance,
of Southeast Asian students-who come
from immigrant and refugee experi
ences, which face major roadblocks in
higher education.
Furthermore, people will often point
to the large Asian student population at
UC Berkeley as though it were a sign
that problems of under representation
(of other communities) are due to cul
tural differences rather than stmctural
barriers. This vein of argument implies
that some students are immime to such
barriers.
The truth is that all students of color
are subject to structural barriers,
whether this is across academic disci
plines or at the graduate and profes
sional level. Thus, to focus only on imdergraduate rates is to look too narrowly
at the problem of under representation
of all communities of color across all
the sectors of Califomia.
For ten years the admit rates for com
munities of color have remained con
sistently low. UC Berkeley was mnrn

This November will mark the 10year anniversary of Proposition 209,
which ended the consideration of race
and gender in the education and em
ployment sectors of Califomia. Propo
sition 209 sought to end "racial prefer
ences" but made a much broader sweep
in that it barred even the consideration
of race and gender. People often con
fuse "preference" with "consideration"
even though the former indicates a
much bolder action. The Supreme
Court has ruled against the use of ra
cial quotas but has upheld the use of
race as one factor among many. One
such ruling, Grutter v Bollinger in
2003, throws the legitimacy of 209's
amendment to the Califomia constitu
tion in 1996 into question.
The proposition undercut the discus
sion of feasible solutions to the reali
ties of institutional racial inequality by
eliminating any possible consideration
of race altogether. One needs only to
walk through Sproul plaza or sit in a
lecture hall to see the effects of Propo
sition 209 on our campus.
During the admissions cycle imme
diately following 209, there were zero
Afiican American admits to Boalt Law
School. At the undergraduate level,
Afncan American, Chicano/Latinos,

Continued from page 1

diverse ten and twenty years ago than
it is today. Why is this a problem? This
is an issue in a public institution that is
supposed to serve the Califomia pub
lic, which is much more diverse than
our campus would suggest. Clearly, this
isn't only a problem for students of
color, but for all students who wish to
leam in a tmly diverse environment.
This is the sort of experience UC Ber
keley may boast of but does not actu
ally provide.
Recently Chancellor Birgeneau has
cited the state of diversity at our cam
pus is a "crisis" saying that "we're not
meeting our obligation as a public in
stitution because we're underserving in
an extreme way a significant and in
creasingly important part of the popu
lation, which actually is going to be the
majority population." It is projected that
in twenty years, communities of color
will make up over 60 percent of the
state population.
Californians have to overturn
Proposition 209. Not only will this pro
vide more equitable education of its
citizens, but it is also economically
smart in order to meet the state's chang
ing demographics and needs. We've
given the 209 experiment ten years to
i)nd it rrpalfd

is more segregated.
The devastating decline of students
of color on campus should signify the
negative effects of such race neutral
policies like Proposition 209.
There isn't simply something ethi
cally wrong in denying the consider
ation of race as a factor in admissions,
but it irmately contradicts the mission
of an educational institution like UC
Berkeley. Intellectual dialogue on cam
pus should allow students to explore,
define, and then redefine their social
categories through interaction with
their peers. We can increase our edu
cational exchange and meaning of di
versity when we look at both the
struggles of our racial history and also
the cultural contributions of this ex
change. If we only have diversity of
ideas, and not diversity of people we
cannot continue to have these conver
sations.
Demanding equal access to educa
tion is no radical idea. Justice is no radi
cal idea. This Thursday, Nov. 2nd, join
us in representing the underrepresented
on Upper Sproul plaza at 12 p.m..
Juana Miranda and Sannah Rahim,
contributing writers of The Daily Californian, are UC Berkeley students.
opinion(^jdgilypal.org.

COLTON'S FIRST HISPANIC MAYOR HONORED

Angel Oliva, center, eulogizes his brother, Pascual Ollva, during the unveiling of the Pascual Oiiva
Memoriai Piaque on October, 2006. (Left to right) Frank Oliva, Louis Oliva, Angle Oliva, and Rudy
Oliva. Photo b lEHN
Deidre Biffle, (left), Randy Oliva, daughter and son, of Pascual Oliva, and Counciiperson Rich
ard De La Rosa (left background) representing the city, presented the Pascual Ollva Memorial
Plaque to family members, on the corner of Seventh and 'N' Street.. At right. Angel Olvia, oldest
sibling in the Oliva family, Vincent Yzaguirre, Mrs. Yzaguirre, brother and mother, of Irene Frances
Yzaguirre. killed by train. Ptioto by lEHN

After his honorable discharge as
master sergeant, Oliva returned to his
native city, was employed at NortonAir
Force and March Air Force as an air
craft mechanic. He also became ac
tively involved in the community, and
in veteran affairs. He co-foimded the
Fidel Hernandez Post 754, American
Legion.
During the ensuing years, Oliva and
other residents felt that elected officials
were insensitive to the needs of the
largely Hispanic community, specifi
cally those living in the southern sec
tion of the city. He ran for councilman
and was elected in 1959.

He strongly advocated on the issues
of parks, sidewalks, youth programs,
street rebuilding and other neglected
environmental necessities in South
Colton. He also opened windows of
opportunity and encouraged other Hispanics to become involved and to seek
public offices.
A dangerous pedestrian crossing
existed where the Burlington Northem Santa Fe railroad train had previ
ously killed 18 people in South Colton,
including his best friend and an uncle.
Still, there was no action on the part
of officials to correct the dangerous
crossing. He twice failed to convince

the voters to pass a bond to build an
underpass that would allow the chil
dren to walk safely to and from school.
Tragically, prior to the Christmas
holidays in 1963, 6-year old Irene
Frances Yzaguirre was killed by a train
while walking home from school. Af
ter the accident, Oliva again decided
to propose the bond to the voters, al
though fnends and family urged him
to give up the fight. He felt this was a
just cause, a cmsade to save more
lives, and avoid further tragedies.
Campaigning strenuously, with the
help of neighbors, American Legion
and acquaintances, and a block by
block house contact, the bond passed
in October, 1964, although there was
strong opposition, due to the high cost
of building an imderpass.. The under

pass was dedicated on September 14,
1968.
Oliva was the first Hispanic to be
elected mayor in the history of Colton,
serving from 1966 to 1968. He later
served as constable for the City of
Colton.
Oliva died in December, 2005 at
age 86. Relatives and fnends petitioned
the city coimcil to name the underpass
in his memory.
On October 24,2006, city officials,
family members, and long-established
friends dedicated a bronze memorial
plaque in honor of Pasqual Olive on
the comer of Seventh and 'N' Street,
Colton.
Pascual Oliva Memorial Plaque will
be a permanent remembrance to Colton
residents of his pioneering efforts to
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KIWANIS CLUB OF
GREATER S.B. SCHEDULES
TOY GIVEAWAY

Tho BGST Tasting Ohicken
J?

2 wtioie cmcHCfis
cnuet Of 20 eooo on ftooo mmtios
OltfL OiOfOOTOKMIlOMtSO

voM OT ccrterng Of poV adec. May not be corribiriefl wrt^ Qf\'C5?he?
UmltJoidaspetCLSiorref f^suOpCdchangewrf'twtTCf'ice. :2-27-06
Fbtrtam (909) 427-8960 San Sernardino (909) 885-5590
Highland (909) 864-5381 Redlands (909) 793-3885

New Highland (909) 881-4191

Kiwanis Club of Greater
San Bernardino announced its Annual
Christmas Toy Giveaway at the Placita
Park, San Bernardino, announced
President Juan Luna. "Our members
and Santa and Mrs. Claus are working
very diligently to provide toys for our
neighborhood kids for this
Christmas," he said.
The Christmas Toy Giveaway will
start at 8:00 a.m. when Santa arrives
from the North Pole. Refreshments will
also be provided for the kids.
Juan Polio is a major contributor to
this year's event.

342 S. Mt Vernon Ave. San Bernardino, CA 92410

(909) 885-7051
Monday Friday 10:00 a.m. Saturday 10:00 a.m. 3:00 p.m.
Sunday - Closed

COMPLETE FLORIST SERVICE
WE DELIVER (Floral Arrangements for all Occasions)

Wedding and Bridesmaids Dresses.
^ Quinceaneras and Baptismals, and Tuxedo Rentals
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Patronize Our
Advertisers
CraftonHills
COLLEGE

•
•

Administration of Justice
Business Administration
•Accounting
•Marketing
•Business Management
• Computer Information Systems
• Emergency Medical Services
• Radiological Technology
• Respiratory Therapist
• Fire Technology
Child Development and more
Financial Aid Now, Ask Me How
To apply for flnancial Aid
at CHC
go to www.fafsa.ed.gov
Our school code is 009272

Spring Semester
Begins
January 16 th
Just $20 Per Unit
Web & Telephone
Registration:

Now - January 15th
You can apply online at
www.craftonhills.edu
(menu selection "Apply/Register")
or at the Grafton Hills College
Admissions Office
11711 Sand Canyon Road
Yucaipa, CA 92399

(909) 794-2161

Serving our Hispanic Communily for over 30 years
VISA M.C. AMEX Accepted

i^ w

SEHABIAESPANOL

"pot Poti
Sie-POeA
So^t6«(l PoeertuUMevrti

Women's Softball Tournament: Nov. 18*''
Men's Softball Tournament: Nov. 25*"
Co-ed Softball Tournament: Dec. 2"''
Place:
Encanto Park, 10*" & Mt. Vernon
Entry Fee: $200.00 plus donation of one toy
per player
Awards:
First place long sleeve team shirts
First 10 Teams will be allowed.
5 Upper Division/5 Lower
Twinkling lights, and the twinkle in a child's eye. Neither one has to be very far away
this holiday season. With weekend train service connecting L.A., San Bernardino
and all points in between, Metrolink makes it easy to spread some joy with your family
and friends, any time of year at all.

^METROLINK.
Train Service

j j::rj ^|=:j trjfr:|

X

SAN BERNAPDINO LINE

V

Division Teams
Upper Division Will Play In The AM
Lower Division Will Play In The PM
Each team Is guaranteed 4 games.

We would gladly accept toys
even if you don't have a team

'Weekend tickets 25%) off
Kids 5 and under ride free
m e t r o l i n k ^ rs i n s ,c o m
BOa-37i

.LINK

For more Information contact:
Jose Martinez Home: (909) 883-9755
Cell: (909) 953-9909
Sponsored by: BARTER EXCHANGE

